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I refer to the invitation of 11 May 2018 from the Committee to comment on Petition PE1684. You 
subsequently helpfully agreed to extend the deadline for response to accommodate the council’s 
decision-making procedures. 
 
The invitation to comment was considered by one of the council’s two main decision-making 
bodies on 12 June 2018. A motion from the Leader of the Council was approved by Council 
Executive, after a vote, as follows:- 
 
“Council Executive agrees the following response to the Scottish Parliament’s Public Petitions 
Committee as regards Public Petition PE 1684 which attracted 28 signatures:- 
 
“Council Executive agrees that: 
 

• The meaning of ‘executive body’ in the petition is not clear but is assumed to mean 
council committees and sub committees with non-regulatory powers. 

 

• Since the council election in 2007, which introduced a proportional representation voting 
system for local government in Scotland, in West Lothian the allocation of councillor 
places on its committees and PDSPs has been determined by councillors at full Council 
meetings following each election.  Thereafter decisions are recorded in the Scheme of 
Administration which can only be amended at full Council. 

 

• In noting session 4 Local Government and Communities inquiry report published in June 
2014, entitled “Flexibility and Autonomy in Local Government”, that the report did echo 
the Scottish Government’s sentiment that it is up to local authorities to decide how to 
operate in a way which best reflects the needs of the local electorate, all as reported in 
the published paper dated 20 March 2018 by the Scottish Parliament Information Centre. 

 

• It is the case that West Lothian Council has a committee structure which reflects the 
majority view of the local electorate and whose members strive to make decisions in the 
best interests of the electorate. 

 
“The council believes that the autonomy, identity, status and independence of local government 
and councils are vital to the governance of Scotland and to meeting the needs of its 
communities. 
 
“It believes that councils should be able to establish local decision-making arrangements which 
suit their unique local circumstances without control from central government. 
 
“It believes that a one-size-fits-all approach is not required and is not desirable. 
 
“The council does not consider that there is justification for legislation proposed in the petition”. 
 


